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121 State Street 
Albany, New York 12207-1693 
Tel:  518-436-0751 
Fax: 518-436-4751 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  New York State School Facilities Association 
 
FROM: Hinman Straub Advisors, LLC 
 
RE:  2018-2019 Enacted State Budget  
 
DATE:  April 1, 2018 
 
 
On Friday, March 30, Governor Cuomo and the Legislature reached an agreement on a 
new state budget, just prior to the April 1 budget deadline. Legislators completed voting 
on budget legislation in the early morning hours of March 31.   
 
The 2018-2019 state budget totals $168.3 billion, maintains a 2% spending cap for the 
eighth year, and eliminates a $4.4 billion projected deficit The plan increases Education 
Aid by $1 billion, includes several measures intended to counter adverse impacts on 
New York taxpayers from Federal tax reform and initiatives to combat sexual 
harassment in the workplace. 
 
Significant provisions of the SFY 2018-2019 state budget include the following: 
 
Major Actions: 
 

• Enacts a $2.75 surcharge on fee on for-hire trips (e.g., Uber, Lyft and yellow 
cabs) in Manhattan to fund New York City mass transit.   
 

• $250 million for the New York City Housing Authority, to improve living conditions 
and expedite repairs at NYCHA facilities. 
 

• Two programs enacted in 2017 would continue - BRIDGE NY and PAVE NY - 
that are specific to improvements on State and local roads and bridges. The 
Budget would continue $100 million in highway aid through the PAVE NY 
program, and $100 million to fund local bridge projects from the BRIDGE NY 
program.  
 

• $5 million to strengthen cyber protections for New York's election infrastructure. 
The budget calls for the creation of an Election Support Center, development of 
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an election cyber security toolkit, cyber risk vulnerability assessments for State 
and county Boards of Elections, and requiring county Boards of Elections to 
report data breaches to State authorities. 
 

• $16 million to provide at-risk youth in Long Island with greater access to social 
programs and alternatives to gang activity.  This initiative aims to counter the 
growth of the international criminal gang MS-13. 
 

• A $100 million fund for prevention, treatment and recovery services for 
individuals with a substance abuse disorder.  
 

• $600 million to support construction of a life sciences public health laboratory in 
the Capital District. 
 

• Several initiatives to combat sexual harassment in the workplace, including:  
 

o Requiring state contractors to affirm that they have sexual harassment 
policies and have trained employees on such;  

o Prohibiting employers from mandatory arbitration provisions in 
employment contract in relation to sexual harassment, and;  

o Requiring employees of any public entity to reimburse any public payment 
made upon a judgement of intentional wrongdoing relating to sexual 
harassment. 

 
Revenue Actions – The new budget includes provisions to counter the elimination 
of deductibility of state and local taxes recently enacted at the federal level, 
including: 
 

• Two state-operated charitable contribution funds to accept donations for 
health care and education in New York. Taxpayers who itemize deductions 
may claim these charitable contributions as deductions on their Federal and 
State tax returns. 
 

• Decouples the state tax code from the federal tax code in certain instances, 
to avoid more than $1.5 billion in State tax increases caused by increases in 
federal taxes. 

 
• The New York State Secure Choice Savings Program - a voluntary-

enrollment payroll deduction IRA for employees of private employers that do 
not already offer retirement savings plans. 

 
• An “Alternative Employer Compensation Expense Program” - While Federal 

tax reform eliminated full State and local tax deductibility for individuals, 
businesses were not similarly affected. Under the FY 2018-2019 Budget 
employers would be able to opt-in to a new ECEP structure that could result 
in a cut in employees’ personal income tax on wages. 
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• The State currently collects and disburses a payroll mobility tax (PMT) to the 

Metropolitan Authority (MTA). The new budget directs this revenue directly to 
the Authority, so that the MTA receives PMT revenue in a timelier manner. 

 
Environment 
 

• The SFY 2018-2019 State Budget extends the “Clean Water Infrastructure Act of 
2017,” a $2.5 billion program to support mitigation and remediation efforts of 
public drinking water supplies from emerging contaminants and solid waste sites 
over five years. This program funds capital construction of public water 
infrastructure statewide.   
 

• The new budget includes $300 million for the Environmental Protection Fund 
(EPF), level funding over SFY 2017-2018. The EPF provides funding for 
environmental programs such as land acquisition, farmland protection, invasive 
species prevention and eradication, enhanced recreational access, water quality 
improvement, and environmental justice. 
 

• The budget plan includes funding for a well system to contain and treat 
contamination (Grumman Contamination Plume) caused by industrial waste from 
the U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman Bethpage manufacturing facilities in 
Oyster Bay, Nassau County. The containment and treatment system is estimated 
to cost at least $150 million to construct.  
 

• Harmful Algal Blooms - The SFY 2018-2019 state budget appropriates $65 
million from the Clean Water Infrastructure Act and the Environmental Protection 
Fund to combat “harmful algal blooms” (HAB) in Upstate New York water bodies. 
Funding is to reduce sources of pollution triggering algal blooms and to install 
new monitoring and treatment technologies.  

 
Economic Development 
 

• The new state budget authorizes capital funding and tax-credits totaling $750 
million for an eighth round of Regional Economic Development Council awards. 
Ten Regional Economic Development Councils (REDCs) were established in 
2011 to support long-term regional strategic economic development plans. 
 

• $30 million for a Photonics Attraction Fund to attract integrated photonics 
companies to establish manufacturing operations in the greater Rochester area. 
 

• The FY 2019 Budget provides $650,000 in support of a $3.2 million industrial 
hemp processing facility in the Southern Tier. The State will also import 
thousands of pounds of high-quality industrial hemp seed, and invest an 
additional $2 million in a seed certification and breeding program. 
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We have summarized below the major provisions included in the areas of Lower 
Education below. 
 

LOWER EDUCATION 
 
Overview 
 
For the 2018-19 school year (SY) the final state budget appropriates $26.7 billion in 
school aid, representing an additional $1 billion million. This amount represents a year-
to-year increase of 3.9%  
 

• Foundation Aid. The final state budget appropriates an additional $619 million 
to support the Foundation Aid.   
 

o Community School Aid Set-Aside. The final state budget supports an 
additional $50 million in support of community schools, bringing total 
funding to $200 million.  
 

o Community School Assistance. The final state budget appropriates $1.2 
million to support regional technical assistance centers for community 
schools for the 2017-18 school year.  Not-for-profits with expertise in 
community schools are eligible to operate such centers. This represents 
level funding. (CAP, 984) 

 
• Pre-Kindergarten 

 
o Pre-Kindergarten Expansion. The final state budget appropriates an 

additional $15 million to expand high quality pre-kindergarten programs to 
3 and 4 year-old children in highest-need school districts. (CAP, 974) 

 
o QUALITYstarsNY. The   Final state budget continues its investment 

support the implementation of QUALITYstarsNY, a quality rating and 
improvement system intended to ensure that we offer our youngest 
children.  

 
o Pre-Kindergarten. The final state budget appropriates $1.303 million for 

the remaining obligations for the 2017-18 school year for the operation of 
targeted pre-kindergarten programs and support for   school year. This 
represents level funding.  (CAP, p985) 

 
o Statewide Universal Full-Day Pre-Kindergarten. The final state budget 

supports the implementation of this program though the 2019-20 with the 
continuation of $340 million.  
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• College High Schools & Pathways in Technology (P-TECH).  
 

o The final state budget appropriates $1.465 million to support the 
continuation of early college high school programs.  

 
o The final state budget appropriate $1.9 million to support Early College 

High School awards made pursuant to the 2017 RFP.  
 

o The final state budget appropriate $1.91 million to continue support of the 
Smart Scholars Early College High School awards made in 2013.  

 
o The final state budget appropriate $882,000 to continue support of Smart 

Transfer Early College High School awards made in 2016. 
 
o The final state budget appropriates an additional $9 million to create 15 

new Early College High School programs targeting communities with low 
graduation or college access rates. (CAP, p975) 

 
o The final state budget appropriates $14.09 million to support Pathway in 

Technology Early College High Schools (P-TECH) as follows: 
 $5.68 million for grants awarded in 2013 
 $4.18 million for grants awarded in 2014 
 $2.48 million for grants awarded in 2015 
 $1.75 million for grants awarded in 2017 (CAP, 981) 

 
• Empire State After-School Grants  

 
o Empire State After-School Grants (Continuation). The final state 

budget appropriates $35 million to support the continuation of awards 
made in 2017.  (CAP, p971) 
 

o Additional After-School Slot: The   Final state budget appropriates and 
additional $10 million in After School Grants to be awarded pursuant to a 
plan by the Office of Children and Family services in consultation with 
NYSED to support programs by school districts or not for profit community 
based organizations,  
 Located in school districts eligible to participate in 2017, or  
 school districts with high rates of homelessness, or  
 at-risk areas in Nassau and Suffolk counties ($2 million). 

 
• Advanced Placement Fees. The final state budget appropriates an additional $2 

million ($4 million total) to offset the costs of advanced placement fees for 
economically disadvantaged students. (CAP, p976) 
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• Advanced Courses Access Program.  The final state budget appropriates 
$500,000 to support grants to school districts with no or limited advanced course 
offerings for students. (CAP, p977) 
 

• East Ramapo School District. The final state budget appropriates $1 million to 
support services to improve and enhance educational opportunities for students 
attending the public school, including reducing class size, expanding academics 
and expending kindergarten. Funds are contingent upon consultation with the 
school district monitor.  An additional $2 million is appropriated. (CAP, p982) 
  

Formula & Expense Based Aid 
 

• Formula Aids. The final state budget appears to fully fund reimbursement and 
expense-based aids.  

 
• Special Academic Improvement Grants. The final state budget appropriates 

$8.4 million for the 2018-19 school year for grants up to $12 million. This 
represents level funding. (CAP, p965) 

 
• Nonpublic School Aid. The final state budget proposes to increase aid by 3% to 

$111,633,000 (SY) in reimbursement for State-mandated activities.  The 
proposal appropriates $15 million to support STEM program. An additional 
$74.784 million is appropriated for the payment of 2016-17 SY.   An additional 
Academic Intervention Assistance in the amount of $922,000 is available for 
nonpublic schools based on a plan to be developed by the Commissioner of 
Education. Also, an additional $7 million was provided for the State School 
Immunization Program. (CAP, p987) 

 
• Small Government Assistance to School Districts.  The final state budget 

appropriates $1,868,000 for assistance pursuant to subdivision 7 of section 3641 
of the education law.  This funding is provided to school district impacted by 
assessment reductions resulting from a forest land management program. This 
represents level funding.  (CAP, p995) 

 
Big Four School Districts Specific Initiatives (Syracuse, Rochester, Yonkers and 
Buffalo) 
 

• School Health Services Grants. The final state budget appropriates $9.688 
million (FY) for school health service grants for the   school year.  The grants 
shall apply to city school districts in a city having a population in excess of 
125,000 and less than 1,000,000 inhabitants. A total of $13.84 million is available 
for each school year. Additional grants are available to the following:  Buffalo 
CDS $1.2 million, Rochester CSD $1.2 million. (CAP, p965) 

 
• Fiscal Stabilization Grants.  The final state budget appropriates $45.068 million 

for fiscal stabilization grants to school districts based on a plan submitted by the 
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Commissioner of Education and approved by the Division of the Budget; of which 
NYC DOE shall be eligible for $26.404 million. This represents level funding. 
(CAP, p991) 

 
• “Say Yes to Education Program”.  The final state budget appropriates 

$350,000 (FY) for the Syracuse City School District for the “Say Yes to Education 
Program”.  This represents level funding. (CAP, p993) 

 
• Rochester City School District & BOCES.  The final state budget includes 

language to continue the authority for the Rochester City School District to 
purchase services as a non-component school district.  
 

Contract for Excellence 
 
• Contract for Excellence.  The   Final state budget continues the requirement 

that all school districts currently in the Contracts for Excellence program would 
remain in the program unless all of the school buildings in the school district are 
reported as “In Good Standing” for purposes of the State accountability system. 

 
Special Education 

• Summer School Special Education (4408 programs).  The   Final state budget 
appropriates $33.5 million FY to meet the State’s share of summer school 
programs for school age students with disabilities. (CAP, p988) 
 

 
• State-Supported Private Schools for the Blind and Deaf.  The final state 

budget appropriates $96.2 million for the support of students attending state 
supported schools for the blind and deaf. Up to $84.7 million of the appropriation 
is available to school districts for the tuition costs of students attending a state 
supported school; $2.5 million is available for debt service and the remaining $9 
million is available for remaining allowable purposes, such as the education of 
deaf children under the age of 3 years and residential facilities. An additional 
$6.9 million is available for the 2018-19 school year. An additional $2.3 million 
was also provided for the 2018-19 school year.  Henry Viscardi received 
$903,000, NY School for the Deaf received $903,000 and Mill Neck Manor 
School for the Deaf received $500,000. (CAP, p988) 
 

• Building Aid for Special Act School Districts.  The final state budget 
appropriates $1.890 (FY) for payments to the dormitory authority on behalf of 
eligible special act school districts for the   school year.  This represents level 
funding.  (CAP, 963) 
 

• Center for Autism and Related Disabilities at SUNY Albany. The final state 
budget appropriates $740,000 for this program.  Another $500,000 is allocated 
and supported by Federal IDEA discretionary funds.  This represents a reduction 
from 2016-17 $500,000.  (CAP, p993) 
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• Education of Youth Incarcerated.  The final state budget appropriates $11.2 

million (FY) for the education of youth incarcerated in county correctional facilities 
pursuant to subdivision 12 of section 3602 of the education law. (CAP, p962) 
 

• Fostering Youth Initiative. The final state budget appropriates $1.5 million to 
support post-secondary opportunity to foster youth at public and independent 
colleges and universities, including summer transition programs. Another $4 
million is included to support additional cohorts (CAP, p949) 
 

• OMH & OPWDD Aid. The final state budget appropriates $37.975 million (FY) 
for the   school year for the education of students who reside in a school 
operated by the Office of mental Health or Office of People with Developmental 
Disabilities. (CAP, p963) 
 

• Minimum Wage Support. The final state budget appropriates $17.180 million to 
support direct salary costs and related fringe benefits associated with any 
minimum wage increase impacting special acts, 853 schools, 4201 schools and 
preschool special education programs.  (CAP, p990) 
 

Pre-school Special Education 
 

• Preschool Special Education (4410 programs).  The final state budget 
appropriates $1.035 billion to meet the State’s share of preschool programs for 
students with disabilities.  

 
Charter Schools 
 

• Technical Assistance and Start-Up Grants.  The final state budget 
appropriates $4.837 million for Technical Assistance and Start-Up Grants for 
Charter Schools.  This represents level funding. (CAP, p994) 

 
• Charter School Stimulus Account.  The final state budget appropriates $20 

million (FY) for services and expenses related to the development, 
implementation and operation of charter schools, including facility costs and 
loans.  These funds also support the administration and technical support 
provided by the Charter School Institute of SUNY.  This allocation is supported 
by the Special Revenue Fund. Charter School Stimulus Fund.  This represents 
level funding.   
 

• Charter School Supplemental Basic Tuition. The final state budget 
appropriates $139 million to reimburse school districts for 2017-18 made to 
charter schools. (CAP, p969) 
 

• NYC Charter School Tuition Alignment. The final state budget appropriates 
$22.6 million to provide New York City charter schools an increase of 3%.  
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• Charter School Facilities Aid. The final state budget appropriates $6.1 million 

to support charter school facilities aid. (CAP, p969) 
 
New York State Education Department: General Programs 
 

• My Brother’s Keeper Initiative. The final state budget appropriates $18 million 
FY ($20 m school year) to support this initiative. This represents level funding. 
(CAP, p985) 
 

• Office of Family and Community Engagement.  The final state budget 
appropriates $800,000 to support this office within the NYS Education 
Department. This represents level funding. (StOps) 

 
• State Office of Religious and Independent Schools. The final state budget 

appropriates $800,000 million to support this new office within the NYS 
Education Department.  This represents level funding. (StOps) 
 

• State Monitors. The final state budget appropriates $225,000 to the NYS 
Education Department in support of state monitors. This represents level funding. 
(StOps) 
  

• Standardized Assessments.  The final state budget appropriates $8.4 million 
eliminate state-alone multiple choice field test and release additional test 
questions pursuant to a plan prepared by the Commissioner and approved by the 
Division of the Budget. This represents level funding.  
 

Health, Mental Health, Safety and Prevention 
 

• Gang Prevention Program. The final state budget newly appropriates $500,000 
to support gang prevention in at risk communities. (CAP, p978) 
 

• Extended Day/School Violence.  The final state budget appropriates $24.344 
million (FY) for extended day/school safety programs.  This represents level 
funding. (CAP, p992)  

 
• Mental Health in Schools. The final state budget newly appropriates $250,000 

(FY) enhance mental health supports in community schools.  Funds would be 
provided via a grant and may be used to provide wrap-around services, support 
social emotional learning and combat bullying. (CAP, p979) 
 

• Recovery High Schools. The final state budget advances legislation authorizing 
BOCES non-component districts to participate in Recovery Schools, which 
provide a healthy environment for students in recovery. This proposal would 
apply to the Big Five City School Districts.  (ELFA, p6).  
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• Primary Mental Health Project.  The final state budget appropriates $894,000 
(FY) for expenses related to the Primary Mental Health Project at the Children’s 
Institute.  This represents level funding.  (CAP, p992) 
 

• Health Education Program (AIDS).  The final state budget appropriates 
$691,000 (FY) for services and expenses of the health education program which 
shall include instruction and support services in comprehensive health education 
and immune deficiency syndrome.  $86,000 shall be made available to a 
program previously operated as the school health demonstration program. This 
represents level funding. (CAP, 992) 
 

• Women’s Agenda: Feminine Hygiene Products.  The final state budget 
includes language requiring all elementary and secondary public school serving 
grades 6 through 12 to provide feminine hygiene products in restrooms at no 
change to students. (ELFA, p8) 
 

• No Student Goes Hungry.  The final state budget advances the following set of 
programs to combat student hunger:  (ELFA, p3) 

 
o Ban Lunch Shaming. The final state budget includes language to ban 

lunch shaming practices at schools (public, charters & non-publics) for 
students unable to pay.  
 

o Breakfast After the Bell. The final state budget newly appropriates $7 
million in capital funds to assist school districts (does not include charters, 
non-publics or BOCES) with at least 70% of its students eligible for free or 
reduced lunch to implement this program, and an additional $5 million to 
reimburse schools for an increase in the number of meals served. (CAP, 
p980) 
 

o Farm to School Program Expansion. The final state budget appropriates 
an additional $750,000 for a total of $1.5 million to support this program. 
(CAP, 980) 
 

o Farm Fresh, Locally Grown Food.  The final state budget appropriates $10 
million to support an increase to the reimbursement schools receive for 
lunches from $0.06 per meal to $0.25 for any school districts that 
purchases at least 30% of its food from New York farmers and growers. 

 
• School Lunch and Breakfast Program.  The final state budget appropriates 

$34.4 million (FY) to supplement Federal support for the provision of free and 
reduced-priced meals to low-income students.  This represents level funding. 
(CAP, p986) 
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• Summer Food Program. The final state budget appropriates $3.049 million (FY) 
in State funds is available to supplement Federal support for provisions of free 
and reduced-priced meals to low-income students.  This represents level funding. 
(CAP, p993) 
 

• Mentoring and Tutoring Program.  The final state budget appropriates 
$490,000 (FY) for mentoring and tutoring operated by Hillside Work-Scholarship 
Connection program, which is based on model programs proven to be effective.  
This represents level funding. (CAP, p995) 
 

• New York Center for School Safety.  The final state budget appropriates 
$466,000 (FY) for the expenses of the New York Center for School Safety.  This 
represents level funding. (CAP, p991) 
 

• School Bus Driver Training Grants.  The final state budget appropriates 
$280,000 FY for school bus driver training grants to school districts and BOCES 
for the 2018-19 school year.  (CAP, p964) 

 
• Just for Kids program.  The final state budget appropriates $235,000 (FY) for 

this program. This represents level funding. (CAP, p996) 
 

• Rural Education Initiative.  The   Final state budget appropriates $5 million from 
Federal funds in support of this program. This represents level funding. (A2L, 
p154) 
 

• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). The final state budget 
appropriates $1 million (FY) for this program. This represents level funding. 
(CAP, p996) 
 

• Children of Migrant Workers. The final state budget appropriates $89,000 (FY) 
for this program.  This represents level funding. (CAP, p985)  

 
• Special Academic Improvement Grants. The   Final state budget appropriates 

$12 million for the   school year for special academic improvement grants. ($8.4 
million state fiscal year) This represents level funding.   
 

• 21st Century Learning Centers.  The final state budget continues the Federal 
support ($96.526 million) of the 21st Century Learning Centers programs, which 
provide academic enrichment outside the regular school hours to high-poverty 
and low-performing schools through the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act and No Child Left Behind account. This represents level funding.  
 

• School-Wide Extended Learning Grants. The final state budget continues to 
appropriate $21.59 million to support school-wide extended learning grants for 
school districts in collaboration with not-for-profit community based organizations 
as set forth in 2013 guidelines.  (CAP, p981) 
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School Leaders & Teacher Assistance Initiatives 
 

• Empire State Excellence in Teaching Awards (3nd Round). The final state 
budget appropriates another $400,000 to support a third round of Excellence in 
Teaching awards estimated at supporting at least 60 new teachers. (CAP, p980) 
 

• Master Teacher Program.  The final state budget continues to appropriate $2 
million to support approximately 115-computer science teachers identified in 
2017.  An additional appropriation of $1 million is included to support a new 
cohort of master teachers in high-needs districts.  (CAP, 977) 
 

• Teacher Mentor Intern Programs.  The final state budget appropriates $1.4 
million (FY) for the Teacher-Mentor Intern program for the   school year. No more 
than $2 million shall be available in each school year. This represents level 
funding. (CAP, p965) 
 

• Teachers for Tomorrow.  The final state budget appropriates a total of $17.5 
million (FY) (or $25 million school year) for the Teacher of Tomorrow program for 
$5 million shall be available for a program to be developed by the commissioner 
to attract qualified teachers in STEM areas. $5 million shall be available to the 
Yonkers City School District and Syracuse City School district in support of 
STEM qualified teachers. Up to $5 million shall be made available as grants to 
colleges and universities to recruit and train STEM teachers. This represents 
level funding. (CAP, p969) 
 

• National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  The final state budget 
appropriates $368,000 (FY) for this certification grant program. This represents 
level funding. (CAP, p949) 

 
• Teacher Resource and Computer Center.  The final state budget appropriates 

$6 million to pay for the remaining obligations for 2017-18 FY. Additional 
$9,982,000 million to continue the center for 2018-19. (CAP, p985) 

 
• Teacher Tenue Hearings. The   Final state budget continues to fund teacher 

tenure hearings at $5.7 million. This represents level funding.  (StOps,) 
 

• Teacher Opportunity Corps Program. The final state budget appropriates 
$450,000 for teacher opportunity program awards.  This represents level funding. 
(CAP, p948) 
 

• Standardized Assessments.  The final state budget continues to appropriate 
$8.4 million to eliminate state-alone multiple choice field test and release 
additional test questions. This represents level funding. (StOps) 
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Math & Science Initiatives 
 

• Math and Science High Schools.  The final state budget appropriates $1.382 
million (FY) for Math and Science High Schools, such as the Tech Valley High 
School, Bard College the City of Rochester school district.  An additional 
$461,000 was provided in support of Bard High School for Early College Queens.  
(CAP, p992) 
 

• Computer Science and Engineering Education (Smart Start). The final state 
budget appropriates $6 million (FY) to expand high-quality computer science and 
engineering education. (CAP, p975).  
 

• Learning Technology Programs. The final state budget appropriates $2.3 
million for   school years for school districts and BOCES for funding of approved 
learning technology programs. Funds shall not exceed $3,285 million each 
school year. This represents level funding.  (CAP, p961) 
 

• Women’s Agenda: Computer Science Education Standards. The final state 
budget establishes a work group to develop or adapt frameworks for kindergarten 
through 12th grade computer science standards. A report shall be delivered to the 
Commissioner of Education on or before March 1, 2019. (ELFA, p.9) 

 
Literacy, Adult & Cultural Education Initiatives 
 

• Bilingual Education/English Language Learners. The final state budget 
appropriates $10.850 million (FY) for Bilingual Education grants available during   
(SY).  No more than $15.5 million is available for the school year. An additional 
$2 million is also appropriated. This grant initiative supports programs, which 
include technical assistance centers, two-way Bilingual classrooms, and 
intensive Bilingual teacher training and leadership programs. (CAP, p960) 
 

• Adult Literacy Education Program (ALE).  The final state budget appropriates 
$6,293,000 for the 2018-19 (FY) for the Adult Literacy Education Program. This 
represents a restoration of $1 million and an additional $500,000 million. (CAP, 
p945) 
 

• Employment Preparation Education Aid (EPE).  The final state budget 
appropriates $96 million (FY) for the Employee Preparation Education Aid (EPE) 
for the 2018-19 school year.  [Funds are set aside in support of the Consortium 
of Worker Education.] (CAP, p969) 

 
• Consortium for Worker Education (CWE).  The final state budget appropriates 

$11.5 million for the Consortium for Worker Education Funding for this program is 
withheld from the Employee Preparation Education Aid. An additional $1.5 million 
was appropriated. (CAP, p993) 
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• Aid for Public Libraries.  The final state budget appropriates $91.627 million for 
aid public libraries, including aid to New York Public Library (NYPL) and NYPL’s 
science industry and business library. An additional $5 million is also provided. 
An appropriation of $5.4 million is available for library technology. (CAP, p946) 

 
• Literacy and Basic Education for Public Assistance Recipients.  The final 

state budget $1,843,000 for this program. This represents level funding. (CAP, 
p944) 
 

• Public TV and Radio.  The final state budget appropriates $14 million (FY) to 
educational television and radio. This represents level funding. (CAP, p946) 
 

• Documentary Heritage Grant. The final state budget newly appropriates 
$461,000 to support eligible archives, libraries, historical societies, museums, 
and other organizations. This represents level funding. (CAP, p947) 
 

Native American Education  
 

• Native American Building Aid.  The final state budget appropriates $3.5 million 
(FY) for building aid for school districts educating pupils residing on Indian 
reservations for the 2017-18 school year. This represents level funding.  (CAP, 
p962) 

 
• Native American Post-Secondary Aid. The final state budget appropriates 

$598,000 (FY) for awards to eligible students for post-secondary aid.  This 
represents level funding. (CAP, p993) 

 
• Native American School Aid. The final state budget appropriates $32.846 

million (FY) for support of Native American students in public school districts. 
(CAP, p967) 

 
 
New Initiatives 
 

• County-Wide Shared Services Panel: The final state budget requires each 
county to establish a county-wide shared service panel to develop a county-wide 
shared services property tax savings plan.  The CEO may invite any school 
district or BOCES to participate on the panel. (PP, p18-22) 
 

• Education of Foster Care Youth: The final state budget includes language that 
regarding the education of foster care students. The language complies with the 
requirements of Every Students Succeeds Act (ESSA) and addresses issues of 
school district responsibilities and transportation considerations. (ELFA, p20) 
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• BOCES & Office of Children and Family Service Contract Authorization:  
The   final state budget extends the authority for OCFS to contract with BOCES 
for services until June 30, 2021. (ELFA, p7) 
 

• School Indemnification Sexual Harassment: The final state budget includes 
language to enable public school and BOCES to recover funds that were paid 
from employees that are adjudicated to have engaged in sexual harassment. 
(PHMH, p81) 
 

• School Mental Health Resource and Training Center: The final state budget 
includes $1 million to support services and expenses related to school mental 
health resource and training center.  (ATL, OMH) 
 

• NYC DOE Substance Abuse Prevention: The final state budget includes $2 
million to support the Department of Education hire additional substance abuse 
prevention and intervention specialists. (ATL, OASAS) 
 

• School Discipline Pilot – Onondaga: The final budget appropriates $2 million 
to the county of Onondaga for a school discipline plan pilot project with the 
Syracuse City School District. (ATL, LG) 

 
• Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture:  The final budget 

appropriates $250,000 in support of the Center. (CAP, p946) 
 

• Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural Center of Queens 
Library:  The final budget appropriates $74,000 in support of this Center. (CAP, 
p946) 

 
• Financial Aid – Utica College:  The final budget appropriates $300,000 to 

support financial aid for students at Utica College. (CAP, p949) 
 

• Additional Grants – Senate: The final budget appropriates $40 million in 
additional grants to not-for-profit, school districts, and libraries as determined by 
the Senate.  (CAP, p970) 

 
• Additional Grants – Assembly: The final budget appropriates $40 million in 

additional grants to not-for-profit, school districts, and libraries as determined by 
the Assembly.  (CAP, p970) 

 
• Supportive School Gran Program and Technical Assistance: The final 

budget appropriates $2 million to promote safe and supportive school 
environments. (CAP, p991) 

 
• Fenimore Art Museum: The final budget appropriates $125,000 to support the 

services and expenses related to National History Day. (CAP, p993) 
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• Additional Grants – Senate: The final budget appropriates $17,848,00 million in 
additional grants to not-for-profit, school districts, and libraries as determined by 
the Senate.  (CAP, p993) 

 
• Executive Leadership Institute: The final budget appropriates $475,000 in 

support of the Executive Leadership Institute for school leaders. (CAP, p994) 
 

• Credential Initiative: The final budget appropriates $500,000 in to support the 
Consortium for Worker Education for the services and expenses related to the 
credential initiative.  (CAP, 994) 

 
• English Language Learner:  The final budget appropriates $500,000 to support 

a classroom reduction pilot program for English Language Learners. (CAP, 994) 
 

• Clinically Rich Intensive Teacher Institute Bilingual Extension: The final 
budget appropriates $770,000 for this project. (CAP, p994) 

 
• Charter School Conversion.  The final budget appropriates $500,000 to support 

charter schools that were converted from public schools. (CAP, p994) 
 

• Teacher Diversity Pipeline: The final budget appropriates $500,000 to support 
a pilot program to assist teacher aids and teaching assistants attain credentials.  
(CAP, p995) 

 
• Supplemental Valuation Grants: The following school districts receive the 

following supports: Panama CSD $500,000, Fort Edward CSD $400,000, 
Liverpool CSD $300,000, and Hartford CSD $300,000. (CAP, p996) 

 
• NYC Community Learning Schools Initiative: The final budget appropriates 

$500,000 to support this program.  (CAP, p996) 
 
Policy Items 
 

• Certification of Compliance with tax levy limit.  The final budget includes 
language regarding tax levy compliance.  School district must certify to the 
Commissioner of Tax and Finance that the adopted school budget does not 
exceed the tax levy. If the actual tax levy exceeds the tax levy limit all excess 
funds shall be placed in a reserve.   
 

• Teacher Diversity Data. The final budget includes language that requires the 
Commissioner of Education to report on the status of teacher diversity, including 
barriers to achieving diversity by June 2019.   
 
 

 



17 
 

• Statement of Total Funding Allocation. The final budget includes language 
that will require Big 5 school districts and any other school district with at least 4 
buildings who receives greater than 50% of revenue from state to have school 
building budget allocation plan submitted using uniform form to SED/DOB.  If 
submission does not comply with form requirements, that school district may be 
subject to the loss of any aid increases. 

 
• Amnesty. The final budget includes language that establishes an amnesty 

period to submit building aid final cost reports.  
 

• Definition of “Substantial Equivalence” for Non-Publics Instruction. The 
final budget includes language that defines substantial equivalence for both 
elementary and high schools of non-publics that include a bilingual program and 
which offer extended day.  The Commissioner of Education determines 
compliance with the substantial equivalency determination. 

 
 
Reference Guide: 
 

o Education, Labor and Family Assistance = (ELFA, p ##) 
 

o Aid to Localities = (A2L, p##) 
 

o State Operations = (StOps, p##) 
 

o Briefing book = (BB) 
 

o Women’s Agenda = (WA, p##) 
 

o Public Protection = (PP, p##) 
 

o Revenue = (RV, p##) 
 

o Public Health and Mental Hygiene = (PHMH, p##) 
 

o Capital = (CAP, p##) 
 
 

We are continuing to review the 2018-2019 New York State budget in its entirety.  Should you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.   
 


	We have summarized below the major provisions included in the areas of Lower Education below.
	LOWER EDUCATION

